no           TURKEY AT THE  STRAITS
Greek army was for practical purposes non-existent; on
September 9, Smyrna was in Turkish hands and there
were indications that the Turks were contemplating cross-
ing the Straits and driving the Greeks out of Eastern
Thrace. Although each of the Allies had resident com-
missioners in Constantinople and they jointly advised the
Turkish command that no violation of the demilitarized
zone would be permitted, England alone seems to have
been concerned about the fate of the Straits. British troops
were rushed to reinforce the defenses of Constantinople
against possible attack and to prevent the Turks from re-
gaining control over the Straits. An appeal by Great
Britain first to France and Italy and later to the Dominions,
Yugoslavia, Rumania and Greece for armed assistance in
the defense of the Straits found unenthusiastic reception;
in fact, the French and Italian governments, annoyed and
deeply suspicious of the motives of Great Britain's policy,
replied a few days later by recalling their troops stationed
in Chanak and other strategic points, leaving it to the Brit-
ish to take care of themselves and the Straits as best they
could.9
Fortunately, an armed conflict was avoided. The Allies
proposed an armistice preliminary to an international con-
ference to settle the whole Eastern question. Turkey ac-
cepted the proposal at the end of September and expressed
willingness not to move against the neutral zone of Chanak
and the Straits under certain conditions. An energetic
warning by the British commander at Chanak not to
threaten British positions followed, and negotiations for the
armistice continued without any incident. The armistice,
providing for the withdrawal of the Greek army behind
9Temperley, op. cit., Vol. VI, p. 38; Howard, op. cit., pp. 268-72.